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PRESI DENI'S COR \rER - Lee Muehlmann

WeIl the ner millenniun is here with little or oo serious effects upon
us. Your Board has been quietly working over the winter utonths, and is
ready to rneet the surnmer of 2000 with a suile! Some Board Members
ett,ended the Michigan takes and Stresms conference where they learned
more ebout testing for wEter quality, aquaEic weed identification,
riparian rights, and many other isaues. They vrere aleo able t.o interact
wi ch members of ot,her 4ssociation6 and diecues issues coErnon Eo a1l
lskes.

We also followed discueaions over the winter sbout the Greenbelt
Ordinance, which ie part of the proposed Townehip Maeter Plen. It is
importent to reuember that the aaaociation hae ggg taken a etand for or
sgainst this ordinance. Aseociatiou efforts to date have been aimed st
letting our members know about the propoeal aad releying members'
comments to the Plgnning; Commission. However, working as your
Aesociat.ion, $re !{ere auccessf ul in getting the daEe f or Ehe public
l.'aanino 
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members sre spE to be avsilable to aLtend a trearing. That hearing is aet
for Saturday, June ?4 at Ehe Township Ha11, 8:00 A.M. Please carefully
regd the greenbelt article in this issue and Eake your views known either
at, t,he hearing, or by writing the Planning Comnission. There is still
time for us as individuals and sa an Association to have input into this
proposed ordinsnce and the msater p1an.

We are sad t.o report, the Mike Khouri our Y.P., and Carol Poulisse, a
Board Plember, resigned their positions. Mike reeigned because of
increased job presaures snd Carol becauae she hae been appointed to the
VilIage Planning Commission. l{e thank them for their efforts on behalf
of the Association and wish them well. Jin Supina hae agreed to fill
Carol's two-year Board position, and Stan Sprague hae volunteered to
serve in Mike's position until August, when his term will expire.
Bonnie Supina has volunteered to update our E-mail Iist, and will be
working on theE this spring.

Have s great spring, I hope Eo see you on the lake this sumner.

OUR MEMBERS SAY-

The Board rvented Eo share rvith you some of the questions and conmenta
attached Eo the membership forms returned with Ehe dues Paynents. I{e are
printing these anonymously since we didn't ask ahead of time if you
rrrsnted your comments shared.

. My chief interesEs sre a tranquil place to 1ive...and water guality,
including wster 1eve1, clerity and enforcemenE of fishing
regulat,ions. . .'



-') -

'Look into controlling the lake 1eve1...to dste the Association has been
doing a rea1ly greet job...We eppreciate Ehe letters you send ouE to
communicete. . . r
. The Water Log is well done and is greatly appreciated..r d no wake zone in the south end of the 1ake.. (fa. Notei As you know
this was requested of the DNR last summer, but was denied.)
r f do not understand why we sre called the Ann Lake Association. Our ID
aE the post office and on maps is Lake Ann.. (Ed. Notei On Bost maps
the lake is called Ann Lake and the village is called Lake Ann, but often
the lake is ce11ed Lake Ann, too. In naming the Association, we hoped to
avoid confusion that might develop.rbout whether the Associstion
rePresents proPerty owners in Lake Ann or property owners on the Lake by
calling ourselves the Ann Lake Property Orcners Association.)
r f volunteered to he1p, but haven't been ce11ed.. (fa. NoEe: Don't,
worry, we hsven't forgotten your offer. The committee chairman are sti11
getting their feet on the ground and figuring out what help they'11 need.
Thanks for the offer.)
. llhen are the Planning Commission meetings?. The eommission meets on
the first and third Thursdays at the Township Offices.
r We believe that all members would appreciate knowing what the latest
issues are, the pros and cons, and what t,he Board proposes to submit in
letters before doing so.. (ga. Notei We agree and hope thst members
will attend the annual meeting to learn about the latest issues. On
issues such as the Greenbelt ordinance proposal, the Board letter to the
Planning Commjssion requestcl: ;La''ifieation onci luore opportunity to
consider the ordinance withorrt taking a sEand for or against it. On
issues that come up quickly, we Lry to alert as many members as possible
through phone and e-mai1. "

HEALTH & SAFETY - Lee Muehlmann

Swimmer's Itch. While atEending the Michigsn Lakes and Streams (UlSe)
conference it was interesting to note that virtually every Association
(from all over the State) has a swimmers itch problem to varying degrees.
No solution has been found to stop this problem, however, Michigan State
University is working on it in cooperation with Ehe MISA> They have
determined which species of waterforvl eontribute to the problem, and are
nor.r concentrating their efforts on eliminat,ing the problem.

Gasoline Clean Up r The Dept. of Environmental Quality continues it's
clean up efforts of the gasoline spill from the B & M Party SEore. In
January nn aquifer-pumping test r{as run to collect information about the
ground r.rster aquif er and spproximstely L2,40O gallons of contaminated
ground water were recovered. Eleven free product we11s have been
installed, and by April those rvells recovered spproximately 10,r,gg
additional gallons of free product and contaminated ground water. Plans
are to install 11 skimmer pumps to collect. additionel free product, snd
construct a ground water extraction system yet this summer. The
operstion of this system will be ongoing until at least November of 2001,
and 1 ike 1y beyond.

Water Levels. Stan Sprague has volunteered to investigate the
possibility snd the benefits of controlling the lake 1eve1. He is
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looking for volunteers to help him in this endeavor.
ar 275-6734.

He mey be resched

G REEN B E LT P RO P O S ED BY P IAN'A"A'G CP['N"SS'O'I'

tate lesE summer a proposed greenbelL ordinance qres presented to the
Torsnship Planning Commission ss part of their ongoing work on a Master
Plan for the Township. Your Association did not draft this proposal or
have any input into it. $Ihen the Bosrd became sware of it, the proposal
was distributed at the snnual meeting and comments were sought. fE was
also published in the next, two newsletters.

Bssed on concerns raised by the members, Ehe Board sent a leEEer tso the
Planning Commission in November seeking clarification on whether the
ordinance is grandfat,hered and requesting a delay in the public hearing
from winter to spring. At Ehat time, the size of the proposed greenbelt
was reduced from 35 feet to 25 feet. Nothins more was heard abouE the
proposed greenbelt until rnid-May when a revised drgft rras circulated 2
days prior to the Planning Comnission's May 18 meeEing. With little time
to sct, the Board circuleted the dreft to as rDany aa possible and
reguesEed that people attend the meeting and express their views. (ttrat
draft (#2) is published be1ow.) Speaking as individuals, 6 Ann Leke
properEy owners (5 of the AtPO Members) expressed their concerns about
the revised draft. The draft underwent another revigion snd refl"ects
sone of the eoncerns expressed aE Ehe Mey 18 meeting. That current draft
(ii3) is aiso published bei.c;r+.

Becsuse the Board believes this is an important issue affecting every
property on the lake we have devoted much 6psee to the two drafts so you
can 1) UndersEand the issues that, have been considered snd ?) make your
decision with as much informgtion as posaible. Please read both drefts
cereful 1y.

Is the proposal grandfathered? In spite of repeated questions to Ehe
Commission, the snswer remains unclear. We have been told Ehat some
parts of the proposal such es use of fertilizers, storing of hazardous
materials gnd disturbing exisLing vegetaEion "probably are not
grendfathered". r Other sections such as structures in the greenbelt
. probably are grandfathered r .

The trco drafts follow. As you read them please remember Ehet the
proposal did not come from the Association and thet the Association hss
noE taken a position for or against Ehe ordinence. The Board's goal is
to ensure that our members are awsre of the proposal end are armed rvith
the besE information available Eo essist in decision making.

DRAFT #2 (PROPOSED BEFORE ttAY 23)

Section ,'i .10 Greenbelt
To preserve and protect natural
scenic and recreaEional t'alues
greenbelt sha11 be established
The greenbelt shal1 include all
feet of the ordinary hieh water

resources, water quelity, and community
and pre','ent eros ion and runof f , 3

and meintained on all weterfront ProPerty.
Ehe Iand located within Ewenty five (25)
mark of any wsterfront sbutting or
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traversing the property. if ithin the greenbelt the f ollorrring developmenr
and use restrictions shal1 app1y.

1. No struct,ures or irnpervious surf eces shell be allowed within the
greenbelt. Pervious walkways may be allowed when located and
designed so as not to unreasonable interfere with, degrade or
decrease the effectiveness of the greenbelt and shal1 have minimum
impact on the greenbelt. Walkways shal1 be limited to six (6) feet
in width.

?. Docksi One (1) dock shal1 be permitted for the first one hundred
twenty five (fZS) feet of eontiguous water frontage, and one (1)
additionel dock for each fifty (SO1 feet contiguous thereto. A
distance of no less than fifty (50) feet at any given point shall
sepsrate these docks. Docks sha1l meet the side yard setback for
the district in which they sre located. Docks sha1l not exceed one
hundred (100\ square feet.

3. Dock Lighting: A11 dock lighting shal1 be shielded and directed
dorvnward so as to prevent light and glare on adjoining properties,
greenbelts, water surfeces, or int.o the night sky.

4. No dredging or filling sha11 be allowed except for reasonable
sanding of beaches where permitted by county, state and federal 1aw.
Existing soil and organic metter shal1 not be altered or disturbed
within the greenbelt.

5. The use, storage and application of pesticides, herbieides,
fertilizers, any product containing phosphates, and biosolids are
prohibited within the greenbelt.

6. Unsightly, offensive or pot,entially polluting or hazsrdous maLerial
inrlr..!l-c, bu! n,:t Lirit:;rj Lo garts,ge, trauir, refuse, petroleum
products or toxic chemicals sha1l not be dumped, burned, o! stored
within the greenbelt and must meet any requirements of county, state
and federal 1aw.

7. Septic tanks and septic system filtration fields shall not be
locsted in the greenbelt.

B. Above or below ground petroleum facilities, solid waste landfi11s,
junkyards, confined animal feedlots, and subsurface discharges from
a wastewater treatment plant shal1 meet sl1 standards of all
applicable county, state and federal laws and sha11 not be located
r,rithin (300) f eet of a greenbelt.

9. Shorelines comprised of naturally occurring sand, gravel,
cobblestone or rock shal1 be left in their natural state.

10. The greenbelt shsll be shown on any plot plan or site plan submitted
f or approval during the process of developing a r^raterf ront parcel.

11. Tree cutting in a strip psrslleling the wsterfront and in a
greenbelt sha1l be limited in accordance with the following
provisions:

a) No more than 20% of the length of this strip sha1l be cleer cut to
Ehe depth of the strip.

b) Provided, further, thst cutting of this ?O7" sha11 not create a clear
cuE opening in this strip greater than twenty (20) feet wide for
every one hundred (fOO) feet of contiguous waterfront.

c) In the remaining B07.1ength of this strip cutting shal1 leave
suffieient cover to screen cars, drvellings, and accessory structures
es seen from the water to preserve natural beauty and to control
erosion.

d) Natural shrubb€FY, trees, or other vegetaEion sha11 be Preserved as.
far as pracEicable, and where removed it shall be replaced rvith other
vegetation that is equally or more effective in retarding run-off,
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f)

preventing further erosion and preserving natural beauty. Management
of netural veget,ation within e greenbelt to enhsnee wildlife habitat
maximize the effect,iveness and beauty of the greenbelt raay be
a11owed.
Dead, diseased, or dying trees or trees in danger of falling and
causing damage or streem blockage may be removed and replsced,
however, the root structure sha11 be left undisturbed in order to
reduee the risk of erosion and disturbance of the greenbelt.
Cutting Plan t as an slternative to the above requirements a special
cutting plan allowing greater cutEing may be pernitted by Ehe
Planning Cornnission. fn applyirg for such e permit, the Planning
Commission may reguire the lot owner to submit a sketch of the lot,
including the following information! location of all structures,
location of parking, gradient of the land, existing veBetation,
proposed cuttiog sad proposed replaating. The Planniag CommisBion
may grant such a permit only if it finds that such special cutting
pI ans I

(i)
(ii)

will not cEuse undue erosion or destruction of seenic
beaut,y, and
will provide substantial shielding from the water of dwellings,
sceeBsory atructures end parking areas. The Board may
condition such a pernit upon a guaratrtee of Eree planting by
the lot owner. Such an sgreement sha11 be enforceable in
eourt.

DRAFr#s /P1ROrcSED AFTER NAY 23)

TO BE SUBIT{ITTED TO THE PTANNING COMMISSION. This ASSUMES a . Grandfather
clause.
Section 4 .10 Greenbelt
To preserve and protect natural resources, water quality, and community
scenic and recreationEl values, a greenbelt, shall be established and
maintained on all waterfront property. The purpose of the greenbelt is
to maintain a vegetetive strip, whieh is to stgbilize banks, end
shorelines, prevent erosion, absorb nutrients in water runoff from
adjacent 1ends, Btructures, and impervious surfaees, and provide shading
for the wster to mainLain cool water temperat.ure.
The greenbelt shall inelude all the lgnd sree located within s Ewenty-
five (25) foot strip paralleling the ordinary high vrater mark of any
r.raterf ront abutting or traversing the property. Within Ehe trvenEy-f ive
(25) foot greenbelt the following shall apply:

No structures of impervious surfaees shall be allowed within the
greenbelt. Pervious walkways may be ellowed when loeeted end
designed so aa not to unreasonably interfere with, degrsde or
decrease the effectiveness of the greenbelt End sha11 have minimum
impact on the greenbelt.
No dredging or filling shal1 be allowed excePt for reasonable
sanding of beaches where permitted by county, state and federal 1aw.
Existing soil and organic matter shal1 noE be altered or disturbed
rvithin itr" greenbelt, except as necessary in the management of the
greenbe 1 t .

1.

)
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3. The use, storage end application of pesticides, herbicides,
fertilizers, sny product containing phosphates, nitrates, snd
biosolids are prohibited within the greenbelt.

\. Unsightly, offensive or potentially polluting or hazardous meterisl
ineludi.g, but, not tiroited to garbage, lesves, lawn clippings, yard
and garden waste, trash, refuse, petroleum products or toxic
chemicals sha1l not be dumped, burned, or stored rvithin t.he
greenbelt and must meet any requirements of county, stste and
federal 1aw.

5. Above or below ground commercial petroleum facilities, solid waste
1andfi11s, junkyards, confined animal feedlots, and subsurface
discharges from s wasteweter treatment plant sha11 meet all
standards of all applicsble county, state snd federal laws and sha11
not be located within (300) feet of s greenbelt.

6. Shorelines comprised of naturally occurring sand, gravel,
cobblestone or rock sha11 be left in their natural state.

7. The greenbelt shal1 be shown on any plot plan or site plan submitted
for epproval during the process of developing e wsterfront parcel.

8. Natural shrubb€rY, trees, or other vegetation sha11 be preserved as
far as practicable, and where removed it shaLl be repleced with
other agitation that is equally or more effective in retarding
runoff, preventing further erosion and preserving natural beauty.
Management of natural vegetation within a greenbelt to enhance
wildlife hobitat maximize the effectiveaess end beauty of the
greenbelt may be a1lowed.

9. Dead, diseased, or dying trees or t;rees in dangelrf f.. l1ing snC
cousi:,rg damage or atream blockage hay be removed and replaced,
horvever, the root structlrre sha11 be left undisturbed in order to
reduce the risk of erosion and disturbance of the greenbelt.

We must also remember that this ordinance would apply to every 1ake,
st,ream and river in the township, not just Ann Loke. This proposal will
be submitEed to the Planning Commission for approval. Planning
Commission meetings are held the 1 s E and 3 r d Thursdays of each month
and rhe PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS PROPOSAL (lNO THE ENTIRE Master Plan) is
set for SATURDAY, JUNE ?4, et the Township Ha11. Once thgt is
eccomplished, the Master Plan will be sent to the Township Board to be
voted on.

WATER QUAUTY COMMITTEE REPORT - Joni Keskey

Iie ",'e begu-n the year 2000 with an expanded water testing program. On
April 2B t h, Ted (Keskey) and I stEended a training session for CLMP
(Cooperative Lake Monitoring Progrem) volunteers in Gaylord. This
enables us to psrticipete in phosphorus snd chlorophyll testing as well
as water clarity monitoring.

Spring overturn phosphorus samples were tgken ApriL 2? and turned into
rhe DEQ of f ice in Cadi1lac. 0ur f i.rst Chlorophyll sample was t,aken and
preserve-d sppropriately on May 15 t h. Further samples rvi11 be teken on
t.he 15t h of each month throughout the summer and early fa11. We are
continuing weekly Secchi disk regdings to monitor water clarity,
beginning this r.reek.

This entire testing program will cost us S120. S100. Of rvhich was doneted
by the Lake Ann Lion's Club.
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t{hy do we run three separate testing programs? As explsined in past
newsletters, the Secchi disk readings ere Eo provide an index of changing
water clarity t,hroughout the entire spring/summer season. We test for
phosphorus because it is one of several essential nutrient.s that algae
need to grow and reproduce. For most lakes in Michigan, phosphorus is
the limiting factor for algae growth. Chlorophyll is the green
photosynthetic pigment in the ce11s of plants. The relative amount of
algae in a lake ean be estimated by measuring the chlorophyll
concentration ia t.he water. Together these meaaurenents provide an
estimate of the level of productivity or trophic staEe of our lske.

More informstion will be included in future nevrsletters, but if there are
any queationE, calL 23L-27 5-30/rO or e-mail tikeskev€centurvEel.net.

NOMINATING COMIIITTEE r Dianne Minicueci

The nominating committee would like to encourage ALPOA members to
consider running for one of the Board of Directors positions that will be
open at the annual meeting in August.

Our Association needs to elect all officera, once again, and treo board
members.

If you are interested in running for one of these positions, please
conteet one of the members listed belowl

Jeck Plitz 275-745L Sarah Thompson 275-5511
Dianne MinicuccL 275-7275 Dick Unger ?75-5673

TREASURER'S REITORT- Ron Brown
1999-2000 dues are due. If you have not paid, please send your dues to
P.O. Box 184, Lake Ann, !1I 119650. If you are in guestion whether or not
you hsve paid, calL 275-51O1 or writ,e to the P.O. Box. Also, if Jrou are
on the mailing list and do not own property on the lake, please let us
know.
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M ICH IGAN DE PARTM E NT OF NA'[' U RAL RESft I! t](: E.q

LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVI$ION

SPECIAL LOGAL WATERCRAFT CONTROI-

Regulation No. l&Berule County

W&10-99.W2 ANN IAKE-HOURS OF HIGH.SFIEED BOATING AND Wfr.TER SKIII\'-G,

On the waters of Ann Lake, all within sections 2?,23 and ?6, Eown
27 north, range 13 west, Almira township, Benzie county, State of
MichigaDr no operator of eny moEorboat sha11, during the period
from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. of the following day; (ttre hours shal1
be 7:30 p.m. to 11:00 a.m. the following day when snd where
daylighr savings time is in effect) (n2a1.700.3)

Operatesucr, motorboat at htghspee4 htgh spe+li, ls defined as a spee d at or above
which a motorboatreeches a planlng condltlon.

Have in tow or shall otherwise assisf in the propulsion of a person on water s/tis,
water sled, surtboard or other slmllar confrvance-

If you need additional copies of Ehe boating regulations, for your
renEals, please contact Lee Muehlmann ' 275-5511 or Judy Conant
27 5 -307 2


